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THE CHATTAHOOCHEE 
RIVERLANDS STUDY 
The Chattahoochee River is one of Metro Atlanta's 
greatest natural assets. Yet for much of its recent history 
the river has been hidden and its lands and neighbors 
disconnected. The Chattahoochee RiverLands will follow 
the river and unite the region by linking suburban, 
urban, and rural communities into a continuous 
100-mile public realm. More than a single trail, the 
RiverLands is a linear network of greenways and 
blueways that will bring people to the water's edge, 
promote stewardship and conservation of the river, and 
reveal the subtle magic of the Chattahoochee to all. 

The Chattahoochee RiverLands Study is managed by 
a joint Project Mangagement Team consisting of the 
Atlanta Regional Commission, the Trust for Public 
Land, Cobb County, and the City of Atlanta. The 
Design Team is led by SCAPE Landscape Architecture 
with collaborators in Transportation & Multi-Modal 
Trail Design (Gresham Smith), Anthropology & History 
(New South Associates), Ecological Design & Planning 
(Biohabitats), Environmental Justice (Dr. Na'Taki 
Osborne Jelks),  Geography (Dr. Richard Milligan) and 
Environmental Engineering (Edwards-Pitman). 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY
The study's public engagement strategy is meant to 
both invite new participants to the table and to 
build upon the strong and engaged communities 
already working along the River. The Public Forums are 
designed to be informational and accessible meetings 
with science-fair style stations led by the Design Team 
and local stakeholders. Public Forums are a chance 
for the Design Team to inform the public on project 
status and goals, and to create an accessible platform 
for two-way face-to-face communication including 
hearing concerns from impacted community members. 

Public Forums are meant to be inclusive, accessible 
and open to the general public, residents of the 
watershed and those impacted by the Greenway 
Study process and future plans. This event type is 
designed to engage a broad spectrum of people, 
including people who may not yet have a relationship 
with the river. Public Forums will be announced on 
the website at www.chattahoocheeriverlands.com.

OVERVIEW

FORMAT OF THE PUBLIC FORUMS
The two public forums held in June 2019, were the 
first of a series of events where the public had the 
opportunity to provide feedback and local insight on 
the project. Two forums were held the weekend of 
June 22 to reach the broadest audience possible. The 
first forum was held on Saturday June 22nd, from 11am 
to 2pm at the Northwest Library at Scott's Crossing 
in Atlanta. The second forum was held on Sunday 
June 23nd, from 1 to 4pm at the Chattahoochee River 
Environmental Education Center in Johns Creek. 

All project materials shared are available on the     
project website: www.chattahoocheeriverlands.com 

The forums were set up with four main stations:

•	 Introduction to the Project Area and Project Team

•	 Research: Existing Conditions Analysis of 
historical resources, the demographics of the 
area, current connectiosn & access to the River 
and the ecology of the RiverLands. The existing 
conditions analysis can be downloaded online 
at www.chattahoocheeriverlands.com.

•	 Revealing the RiverLands: Project Vision and Goals 
in DRAFT form. Draft materials were presented 
to the community to solicit feedback. The team 
will integrate comments where appropriate. 
The Project Vision and Goals document will be 
finalized based on feedback received that the 
public forums and uploaded to the website.

•	 An introduction to the Pilot Site and Existing 
Conditions Inventory in Cobb County.

•	 An interactive mapping exercise. Visitors were 
invited to share their thoughts, criticisms 
and aspirations via comment pins and hand 
written notes onto a large format map 
representing the full 100-mile project area.

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS THAT 
TABLED AT THE PUBLIC FORUMS
•	 Groundwork Atlanta

•	 Riverwalk Atlanta

•	 Chattahoochee Parks Conservancy

•	 Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area

PRESS COVERAGE 
•	 CBS 46 "Making the Chattahoochee 

More Accessible"

•	 WABE "100 Miles of Trails and Access 
to the Chattahoochee - Groups 
Want Input from the Public"

•	 AJC Chattahochee Riverlands, 
Project Topic of June Meetings

•	 Channel 2 "Chattahoochee Working 
Group Seeks Community Input 
for Vision of Rivers Future"
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https://www.cbs46.com/news/making-the-chattahoochee-more-accessible/article_f36e7c42-9626-11e9-88d3-d352aa714ba3.html 
https://www.cbs46.com/news/making-the-chattahoochee-more-accessible/article_f36e7c42-9626-11e9-88d3-d352aa714ba3.html 
https://www.wabe.org/100-miles-of-trails-and-access-to-the-chattahoochee-groups-want-input-from-the-public/
https://www.wabe.org/100-miles-of-trails-and-access-to-the-chattahoochee-groups-want-input-from-the-public/
https://www.wabe.org/100-miles-of-trails-and-access-to-the-chattahoochee-groups-want-input-from-the-public/
https://www.ajc.com/news/local/chattahoochee-riverlands-project-topic-june-meetings/YJBMgYJiuUrqludx0c1GWI/
https://www.ajc.com/news/local/chattahoochee-riverlands-project-topic-june-meetings/YJBMgYJiuUrqludx0c1GWI/
https://www.ktvn.com/story/40614629/chattahoochee-working-group-seeks-community-input-for-vision-of-rivers-future-public-meetings-planned-june-22-in-atlanta-and-june-23-in-johns-creek
https://www.ktvn.com/story/40614629/chattahoochee-working-group-seeks-community-input-for-vision-of-rivers-future-public-meetings-planned-june-22-in-atlanta-and-june-23-in-johns-creek
https://www.ktvn.com/story/40614629/chattahoochee-working-group-seeks-community-input-for-vision-of-rivers-future-public-meetings-planned-june-22-in-atlanta-and-june-23-in-johns-creek


Public Forum Public Engagement Activity "Lollipops"
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PUBLIC FORUM AT THE LIBRARY
NORTHWEST LIBRARY AT SCOTT'S CROSSING, 06/22/19

ATTENDANCE 
•	 Alan Watkins	

•	 Allen Bell (Citizen)

•	 Bradford Bickley	(VOC)

•	 Charlie Monroe (Cobb Parks)

•	 Chris Wilkenson	(Riverline)

•	 Craig Pendergrast (TPL/Groundwork)

•	 Elizabeth Sandlin (ARC)

•	 Eric Chaney (Riverside)

•	 Gadi Dreyfuss (Citizen)

•	 Hazel Beard (Riverline)

•	 Jennifer Ball (Central Atlanta Progress)

•	 Jess Schurman (Riverside Park)

•	 Jim Santo (ARC)

•	 Jodi Mansbach (Chattahoochee Now)

•	 Jody Graswell (Gresham Smith)

•	 Joette Marley (Citizen)

•	 John Dargle (City of Atlanta)

•	 John Orr	 (ARC)

•	 Jon West	(Citizen)

•	 Karen Clarke (TPL)

•	 Kim Roemer (Citizen)

•	 Kofi Wakhisi (ARC)

•	 Lindsay Wallace	(Citizen/Groundwork Atl)

•	 Mark Erhart (Citizen)

•	 Melissa Mendori	(Riverside, Riverwalk AH)

•	 Michael Mapp (Citizen)

•	 Muqita Roberts (Citizen)

•	 Quyanh Pham (Atlanta City Studio)

•	 Rita Cole (Citizen)

•	 Robert Nix (Citizen)

•	 Roberta Cook (Riverline HA)

MAIN TAKEAWAYS 
•	 Community members hoped the 

project would address affordability and 
inclusivity in the Urban Core. The stretch 
of the River that runs from the mouth of 
Peachtree Creek down river to the mouth 
of Annewakee Creek intersects with the 
most populated areas in Metro Atlanta, 
yet includes no public access to the River. 
Residents asked how the project could 
address displacement and gentrification 
as access to the river increases. 

•	 Forum attendees noted the trails should 
tie into the many mill ruins, and historic 
ferries that dot the river. It was also noted 
that the Chattahoochee Brick Company 
site is an important historic and cultural 
resource that could be treated as an 
education opportunity and memorial site. 

•	 Attendees of the forum stressed that 
they wanted to preserve and create 
dirt paths - that not everything should 
be paved like the BeltLine. Others 
asked how the project was going to 
give access to current residents. 

•	 Ross Gandy (Citizen)

•	 Sarah Ledford (Citizen)

•	 Sonja Hodges (Citizen)

•	 Susan Kendall (Riverline)

•	 Tiffany Baumstork (Citizen)

•	 Van Hardimon (Van Hardimon Homes)

•	 Wayne Waldrop (Riverline HA)

•	 William Hellier (Citizen)
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Public Forum at the Library - Research Station

Public Forum at the Library - Groundwork Atlanta Station Public Forum at the Library
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Public Forum at the Library - Riverwalk Atlanta Station

Public Forum at the Library - Interactive Map Station

Public Forum at the Library - Interactive Map Station
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Public Forum at the Library
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INTERACTIVE MAP DOCUMENTATION - SECTION 1

COMMENT PIN, TYP

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STEWARDSHIP + MONITORING
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INTERACTIVE MAP DOCUMENTATION - SECTION 2

COMMENT PIN, TYP

HIKING TRAIL

A PLACE TO PLAY

SCHOOL

RECREATIONAL AMENITY

BIKE TRAIL
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INTERACTIVE MAP DOCUMENTATION - SECTION 3

BIRD WATCHING

ADA TRAIL

HYDE FARM

EMBRACE WILDLIFE CONNECTIONS

PUBLIC ACCESS TO STANDING PEACHTREE

BIRD WATCHING

PROTECT ECOLOGY

A PLACE TO STAY
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INTERACTIVE MAP DOCUMENTATION - SECTION 4

WATER ACCESS

VOLUNTEER CLEAN UPS

BANKHEAD COURTS TRAILHEAD

CHATT BRICK MEMORIAL

ENCOURAGE STEWARDSHIP + MONITORING

TRIBUTARY TRAIL

PLACE TO MEET

CAFE / RESTAURANT

REMEDIATE POLLUTED SITES

REMEDIATE POLLUTED SITES

SCHOOL

CONNECT TO NEW DEVELOPMENT

BYPASS HISTORIC SITE

PRESERVE IDENTITY OF PLACE
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INTERACTIVE MAP DOCUMENTATION - SECTION 5

BIRD WATCHING

PAVED SHOULDER FOR SILK 
SHEETS BIKE ROUTE

HIKING TRAIL

CULTURAL DESTINATION

NEW PARK SPACE

WATER TRAIL

CULTURAL DESTINATION + 
EDUCATIONAL SIGNAGE

CONNECT TO NEW DEVELOPMENT

CAFE / RESTAURANT
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INTERACTIVE MAP DOCUMENTATION - SECTION 6

BIRD WATCHING

EDUCATIONAL SIGNAGE

PATH TO RIVER FROM 
REDWINE PLANTATION

REMEDIATE POLLUTED SITE

WATER ACCESS + CAMPSITE

EDUCATIONAL SIGNAGE

REVEAL HISTORIC RESOURCES

MAINTAIN EXISTING FOREST
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COMMENT CARDS COLLECTED AT THE LIBRARY
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COMMENT CARDS COLLECTED AT THE LIBRARY CONTINUED...
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PUBLIC FORUM AT CREEC
CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER, 06/23/19

ATTENDANCE 
•	 Alan Dahl	 (Citizen)

•	 Alan Gross	

•	 Alan Mothner (Townsquare Collab)

•	 Alana Moss (Resident)

•	 Alex Edquist (CPC/TPL)

•	 Alex Hinerfeld (Chattahoochee Conservancy)

•	 Bob Springfield	

•	 Brad Pitts	

•	 Britt Storock (CPC)

•	 Carole Jezek (Master Naturalist)

•	 Carson Cook (Appen Media Group)

•	 Catherine Ghogen (Resident)

•	 Christine McKay (USEPA/ Resident)

•	 Connie Kimsey (Resident)

•	 Conrad Bryan (Resident)

•	 Cynthia Patterson	

•	 Cynthis Cusimano (Resident)

•	 David Barnard (Home Owner)

•	 Dennis Carmon (Bike Alpharetta)

•	 Diana Harris (Home Owner)

•	 Don Hodges (CPC)

•	 Dwight Keiser (Resident)

•	 Dyna Kohler (NPS Volunteer)

•	 Ed Malowney (Johns Creek Historical Society)

•	 Franklin Ford (Forsyth County)

•	 Garry Post (Home Owner)

•	 Hal Simpson (Georgia Blind Sports Association)

•	 Hannah Bunting	(Mercy Core)

•	 Heather Hay (Citizen)

•	 Henry Voss (Resident)

•	 James Klippel (Citizen)

•	 Janet Francescou (Citizen)

•	 Jant Franesin	

•	 Jason Ulseth (Chattahoochee Riverkeeper)

•	 Jeff Trinkwon (Home Owner)

•	 Jeffrey Johnson (human)

•	 Jennifer Jezyk (HL Strategy- TPL/ARC)

•	 Jim Farmer (River Glen HOA)

•	 Jimmy Danner (Resident)

•	 Joanna Varini (Resident)

•	 John Bridges (Property Owner)

•	 John Kohler (NPS Volunteer)

•	 John Pucker (Home Owner)

•	 Jose Ortiz-Villajos (Grand Cascades)

•	 Julie Martin (Home Owner)

•	 Katie Boulek (Kimley-Horn)

•	 kimberly Greer (City of Johns Creek)

•	 KW Leis (Olde Atlanta Golf Club)

•	 Kwanza Hall (Resident)

•	 Laurie Schlosser (Home Owner)

•	 Lenoic Pucker (Home Owner)

•	 Lisa Uihlein (human)

•	 Lori Gates (Citizen)

•	 Luke Gregory (B+C Studio)

•	 Lynn McIntyre (GA River Network)

•	 Maria Baetti	

•	 Marilyn Pitts	

•	 Mark Gernazian (Atlanta Cycling)

•	 Matt Chittes	

•	 Michael Hopkin (Resident)

•	 Michael Martin (Home Owner)

•	 Mike Kahle (Resident)

•	 Minda Hodges (CPC)

•	 Nanci and Cliff Moseley	(Home Owners)

•	 Nancy Wylie (League of Women Voters)

•	 Nathan Degyansky (Home Owner)

•	 Neil Frawley	

•	 Neil Trust	 (City of johns Creek)

•	 Nicole Oay (South Design Offices)

•	 Nikki Belmonte (Atlanta Audubon)

•	 Norm Fagge (Home Owner)

•	 Norman Misliett	 (River Glen HOA)

•	 Otto Mutiberg (Home Owner)

•	 Patricia Enjeti	

•	 Patti Kush	

•	 Paul Cygielman (Home Owner)

•	 Penny Hightower (NPS Volunteer)

•	 Phillip Hodges (CPC)

•	 Richard Prussing	 (Cyclist) 

•	 Rob Saye	(Home Owner)

•	 Ronda Smith (Sandy Springs Neighborhood)

•	 Sally Betheen (CPC)

•	 Sally Sears (South Fork Conservancy)

•	 Santiago Ramirez	

•	 Sarah Boyer (CPC)

•	 Scott Gates (Citizen)

•	 Simon Locka (CRNRA Volunteer)

•	 Steve Francescou (Citizen)

•	 Suresh Enjeti	

•	 Susan Ferguson (CRNRA Volunteer)

•	 Susan Ortiz-Villajos (Grand Cascades)

•	 Tim Dineon (Forsyth County Planning)

•	 Tom Bills	(Cobb Parks)

MAIN TAKEAWAYS 
•	 Attendees felt it was important to 

make the river available to all and 
saw value in knitting together the 
CRNRA units and other parks. 

•	 Safety seemed to be a big concern. 
Attendees communicated that there is 
a need for better wayfinding signage 
and safety signage regarding dam 
releases and other dynamic qualities 
of the River - especially for new 
users. Currently, the warning siren is 
hard to hear when on the river.

•	 Attendees pointed out that there are 
incompatible uses currently along the 
River and on new greenways in the 
region that should be addressed in the 
design process. Examples include: fly 
fishing and motor boats on the river, 
or safety issues from shared paths for 
high speed and low speed cyclists. 

•	 Homeowners along the River stressed 
that private property rights should be 
respected with the trail alignment. They 
stressed that the trail may be more 
suitable on the Gwinnett side of the river. 

•	 Residents were wary that a greenway could 
undermine the natural beauty of the River 
by bringing more traffic to the area. 

•	 A few people mentioned the utility 
easements, especially those owned 
by Georgia Power. Easements could 
be useful for aligning the trails. 
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Public Forum at CREEC 

Public Forum at CREEC - Chattahoochee Parks Conservancy Public Forum at CREEC - Visioning Station
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Public Forum at CREEC - Interactive Map Station

Public Forum at CREEC - Interactive Map Station

Public Forum at CREEC - Sign In Table + Introduction to Site
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Public Forum at CREEC - Interactive Map Station
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INTERACTIVE MAP DOCUMENTATION - SECTION 1

CONNECT TO LAKE LANIER

TRAILS ON GWINNETT SIDE

PATH THROUGH GOLF COURSE

ENHANCE WILDLIFE CONNECTIONS

REVISE WATER RELEASE 
WARNING SYSTEM

SCHOOL

MAINTAIN EXISTING FOREST

CHATTAHOOCHEE POINT PARK

LIMIT MOTOR BOAT ACCESS

ADA TRAIL

COMMENT PIN, TYP
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INTERACTIVE MAP DOCUMENTATION - SECTION 2

NO TRAIL

RECREATIONAL AMENITY 

ADA WATER ACCESS

CONNECT TO BIG CREEK GREENWAY

HISTORIC MILL RUINS

CONNECT TO PUBLIC ACCESS

REMEDIATE POLLUTED SITE

PROTECT UNIQUE HABITAT

FLOAT ONLY (LIMIT HIGH SPEED BOATS) 

WATER ACCESS

CAMPSITE

ENCOURAGE STEWARDSHIP + 
MONITORING; PRESERVE IDENTITY 
OF PLACE; BIRD WATCHING

HIKING TRAILS
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INTERACTIVE MAP DOCUMENTATION - SECTION 3

CAMPSITE

ENHANCE WILDLIFE CONNECTIONS

PEDESTRIAN + BIKE BRIDGE CROSSING

MAINTAIN EXISTING FOREST

MAINTAIN EXISTING FOREST

PROTECT + IMPROVE

CONNECT TO PUBLIC TRANSIT

PROTECT

ADA ACCESS

ENHANCE WILDLIFE CONNECTIONS
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INTERACTIVE MAP DOCUMENTATION - SECTION 4

ADA ACCESS

CAFE / RESTAURANT 

BIRD WATCHING 

CONNECT TO PUBLIC TRANSIT

CAMPSITE

CAMPSITE

ADA WATER ACCESS

BYPASS HISTORIC SITE

HIKING TRAIL + 
EDUCATIONAL SIGNAGE

MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT WITH 
AFFORADABLE + SENIOR HOUSING

REVEAL HISTORY

WATER ACCESS

CONNET TO PUBLIC TRANSIT

CAMPSITE
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INTERACTIVE MAP DOCUMENTATION - SECTION 5

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WATER TRAILS

ADA WATER ACCESS

WATER ACCESS

CULTURAL DESTINATION

CAMPSITE
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INTERACTIVE MAP DOCUMENTATION - SECTION 6

MAINTAIN EXISTING FOREST

TRAIL ACCESS

RIVERSIDE CAMPSITE

ADA TRAIL
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COMMENT CARDS COLLECTED AT CREEC
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COMMENT CARDS COLLECTED AT CREEC CONTINUED...
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COMMENT CARDS COLLECTED AT CREEC CONTINUED...
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www.chattahoocheeriverlands.com




